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President’s Message

Work has continued to move forward toward the installation of the new sluice gate for the Main Dam.

The manufacturer, Whipps Inc., has created detailed drawings for the sluice gate. These drawings
were based on the requirements of the existing Order of Conditions detailing management of the
water level for the lake and as-built measurements of the culvert. A meeting with the DPW and
manufacturer was held at the Main Dam to determine the exact placement of the gate within the
culvert as well as the configuration of the gate controls in relation to the security fence. The sluice
gate drawings were provided to the Winchendon Department of Public Works for review and com-
ment. These drawings were approved and Whipps has now scheduled production of the gate.

The WSLA filed a Notice of Intent (NOI) with the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protec
tion (DEP). The NOI described the work to be done in the Main Dam culvert as well as the require-
ment to lower Mirror Pond during the installation process. Mirror Pond must be lowered to dewater
the Main Dam culvert. Mirror Pond will be returned to its normal level

once the installation is complete. The DEP issued a file number for the

project allowing it to proceed.

After the DEP project number was assigned, abutters to Mirror Pond UPCOMING
were notified and a public hearing was scheduled and held before 2026 EVENTS
the Winchendon Conservation Commission regarding the project.

The project was approved by the Conservation Commission. i

. . . : WSLA Annual Meeting
As of this writing, the DPW still needs to obtain approval from the
MA. Department ofConservation and Recreation Dam Safety Division. June 20th, 2026
The WSLA will need to update therequest-for quote with the installer
as their quotes are only good for 30 days. Manufacturing lead-time is Boat Concert:
22-weeks which brings installation into late summer or early fall. *Whiskey Johnson

, , July 11th, 2025; 4-7pm
Jon Lewandowski, WSLA President

Golf Tournament

o o Sept 12th, 2025
Membership Fees and Donations e

We ask all lakefront owners to pay WSLA membership dues ($50/year) and to

consider an additional contribution. This is essential for continuing to maintain the
quality of the lake in all its natural beauty.

WINCHENDON SPRINGS
LAKE ASSOCIATION

Dues and additional tax deductible donations
can be paid in 3 ways:

E CHECKS: made payable to WSLA, mail to:
PO Box 411, Winchendon, MA 01475

PAYPAL: visit our website wsla.us,
PayPal  right bottom side of homepage

PO Box 411, Winchendon, MA 01475
Scan here to wsla.us | Like us on 0
pay online!
NEW VENMO: visit our website wsla.us,
venmo ©r send to @WSLA-Monomonac



Massachusetts Passes New
Boating Law

Golf Tournament Silver Sponsor

Starting April 1st, 2026 Massachusetts new boating
law went into effect. Anyone born after 1/1/89 must
obtain a Boater Safety Certificate, and must have
it onboard with them while operating any boat.
On April 1, 2028 everyone in Massachusetts will be
required to have a boating safety certificate
Please beaware to boat on Lake Monomonac, the
state of New Hampshire requires toeveryone to
have a Boater Safety Certificate,

=

ASSACHUSETTS BOATER SAFETY UPDATE
L FHaronHilone Boater Safety AL

Enjoy the water — but make safety your priority.

& WHAT YOUNEED TOKNOW = IMPORTANT DEADLINES

~&. Boater Safety Certificate Required [j Born After Jan 1, 1989:
By April 1, 2026

978-400-8662 978-582-7300
tricitymarine@aol.com

Applies to All Operators
.@ D Born Before Jan 1, 1989:
By April 1, 2028

m Enforcement Begins
September 2026

WHY IT MATTERS

Improve Boater Safety

9 Reduce Accidents & Injuries

Golf Tournament Silver Sponsor

| ‘
MA Environmental Police offers

) OUR MISSION
Free in-person classes
Approved online classes including some OPPURE OIL, INC. DELIVERS QUALITY HEATING OIL

AT THE MOST COMPETITIVE PRICE BY OPERATING

Ensure Safe Navigation

Official Massachusetts Courses

The official state schedule is here:

DEBT-FREE, SPECIALIZING OUR SERVICE, AND SIM-

Massachusetts Boating Safety Course Schedule PLIFYING THE CUSTOMER EXPERIENCE.
Online Courses (can do from home) WWW.OPPUREOIL.COM
These are state-approved and accepted in Massa- Business Office: 800-359-4802
chusetts: 87 Central St

Winchendon, MA
Boat-Ed Massachusetts Course
iLearnToBoat Massachusetts Course Hours of Operations:

Fall/Winter: Phones & Office M-F 8-4
Boatwise — often offers approved boating safety Spring/Summer: Phones: M-F, 8-3

classes around NH and MA. Office Open: M-W-F, 8-Noon




Cyanobacteria: Why You Should Care and When You Should Care

If you've read anything about cyanobacteria, you've probably seen that they are one of the oldest classes of bacteria on
the planet and have been around for some 2-4 billion years. You may have also read that they are fairly ubiquitous and
can be found all over the planet—in freshwater, saltwater, and soil.

So, why do we care when we find them in our lake? Well, it's not so much a matter of when we find them, because they're
always there and they can always be detected. Rather, it's when we find them in large numbers and they become visible
as a film or scum (also known as a bloom) on the water’s surface. Individual cyanobacteria cells are not visible to the
naked eye, and their presence in our lake water is normally not visible because the bacteria are there in small numbers.
However, when the conditions are right and there’s enough food for them (e.g., phosphorus), they multiply quickly and
in great numbers, becoming visible as a bloom.

The“So What?” Factor

OK, so there’s a blue-green film on the lake surface; so what? Another
well-documented fact about cyanobacteria is how many different species
there are and that not all of them are dangerous. Of the approximately
2,700 species currently documented, the University of New Hampshire
(UNH) Center for Freshwater Biology has identified what they call the “Dirty
Dozen"—12 species of cyanobacteria that produce toxins known to be haz-
ardous to humans and pets.

Like most toxins, it's the dose that makes the poison. For example, let’s con-
sider arsenic. Most people accept that arsenic is poisonous, and many will recall stories of arsenic poisoning, such as the
old Cary Grant movie Arsenic and Old Lace. In ancient times, arsenic was known as the “poison of kings and the king of
poisons.” In the not-so-ancient time of 1998, there was a mass poisoning in Japan from arsenic placed in food at a village
fair.

Did you know, however, that arsenic is also quite ubiquitous and is found in freshwater, saltwater, and soil? It's also found
in different forms and different concentrations, and not all forms are poisonous. Many naturally occurring forms of arse-
nic, such as those found in shellfish, are not harmful. Sounds a lot like cyanobacteria, doesn't it?

The Danger of the Bloom
When any of the “Dirty Dozen” cyanobacteria grow rapidly and form a bloom, their naturally occurring toxins reach levels
that become dangerous to humans and pets. These particular cyanobacteria produce cyanotoxins including:

‘Neurotoxins: affecting the nervous system.
-Hepatotoxins: affecting the liver.

-Cytotoxi!ls: af‘éecti!‘\g gells in the body. How S THE w ATE R?

«Endotoxins: resulting in fevers and organ damage.

Exposure to cyanobacteria blooms may cause various symptoms, O Perform a visual assessment

including nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, mild fever, skin rashes, eye beforejum'pmg m.
and nose irritations, numbness, 31d &héral Maldise. Some studies Cyanobacteria can
suggest cyanobacteria may even be linked to serious illnesses such ' jook like:

as ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease). . Clouds e+ Scum

e Streaks -+ Specks

Guidelines and Safety o Mats o Clumps

The NH DES (New Hampshire Department of Environmental Ser-
vices) will issue a cyanobacteria warning when the concentration eheck the Healthy
of cyanobacteria cells exceeds 70,000 cells per milliliter of water Swimming Mapper!
and includes any of the known dangerous species. This concentra- =

tion is the point at which toxins reach levels that are dangerous to I youses discolovatl
public health. you see discoloration

or unusual growth,
NH DES advises people and4pets to avoid contact with the water report it to NHDES.
in the vicinity of the bloom. Both WSLA and MLPOA will repost the r
—
E

NEW HAMPSHIRE
DEPARTMENT OF
nvironmental
Services

NH DES Cyanobacteria Warnings to inform lake residents.

Remember: the dose makes the poison.



Watershed Management Plan (WMP)
Spring Update

I
TO COME-Stan Writing

Golf Tournament Silver Sponsor

BRUCE’S BURNER SERVICE

\&/

978.297.1815

k_brucesburner@aol.com

OIL FIRED HEATING SYSTEMS
MINI SPLITS avo HEAT PUMPS

SERVICE + REPAIR ¢ INSTALL

MLPOA/WSLA Boards Meet to Work
Together

The WSLA and MLPOA boards met to discuss
general communication collaboration and the
Watershed Management Plan (WMP).

The meeting covered updates on the WMP prog-
ress, and ongoing studies of shoreline, septic
systems, and phosphorus levels. The boards dis-
cussed the LakeSmart program as a way to en-
gage property owners in water quality improve-
ments before the full WMP report is released in
October. They also reviewed plans for invasive
milfoil treatment, Lake Host program, and up-
coming events including our Lake Education
Day, and a fall WSLA golf tournament fundraiser.

The boards agreed to hold future joint meetings
periodically, potentially twice a year in April and

September. Two organizations, one lake.



Save the Date!

WINCHENDON SPRINGS LAKE ASSOCIATION

Bt Arnpual

SA@AY
SEPTEMBER
12, 2026

PRIZES & AWARDS
LONGEST DRIVE = CLOSEST TO PIN

TEAMS OF FOUR PUTTING CONTEST
i PUTTING CONTEST
MEAL INCLUDED, Winner of the | 8 AM

has a chance tb 7
FOLLOWING TOURNAMENT IBRE & MAAs SHOTGUN START
A I—' L l e

e T o [t . s e e =y

EAFEE WESTMINSTER GOLF CLUB

51 Ellis Road, Westminster, MA 01473

)—\%—\ PROCEEDS BEMNEFIT
For more information visit LAKE MONOMONAC
WSLA.US/GOLF-TOURNAMENT .Cakef-/fwm L T - SR R

Anderson Family
Chick's Tavern

THANK YOU TO Coetzee Family
OUR 2025 Dunkin Donuts Rt 140

Dunkin Donuts Central St.

DONORS & FAMILY TJ Fluharty/Polar Beverage
SPONSORS Powell Sand & Gravel

Tri-City Marine
Wachusett Mountain




A ATA
Construction

QUALITY CUSTOM HOMES

NEW HOMES - ADDITIONS « RENOVATIONS

www.ataconstruction.net
603-899-2143
18 Bradford St. Rindge, NH

Golf Tournament Silver Sponsor Golf Tournament Silver Sponsor

A

Our mission is to preserve and
c I I G o@ protect the natural beauty,

water quality, and recreational

|~ Monomonac Lake Property

Owners Association

LUBE & REPAIR value of Lake Monomonac and

its surrounding watershed, pro-

WINCHENDON 2 MA mote responsible enjoyment of
the lake, support public safety
Citgolubeandrepair.com and law enforcement, educate

the community about lake stew-

Citgolubeandrepair@gmail.com ardship, and manage resources

in service of these goals for the

(978) 297-4645 benefit of current and future

47 Water Street generations.
Winchendon, MA

monomonac.org




WSELA Thank you to our

WINCHENDON SPRINGS Sponsors!

LAKE ASSOCIATION

M. H. Parks Company

Beth Hunt,  Pr opr ietor
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O SITE SOLUTIONS Central Street in Winchendon

Gardner Road in Winchendon
Wi &(’& oppure oil
FARM STAND& SUGAR HOUSE

100 FRUITS &VEGETABLES TNT SYSCEMS




WSLA

WINCHENDON SPRINGS
LAKE ASSOCIATION
PO Box 411
Winchendon MA 01475

Golf Tournament Platinum Sponsor

WSLA
PO Box 411

Winchendon, MA 01475

LEARN MORE lake CleanUpDays oo N
about WSLA news & events! Despite a low turn out, WSLA Board together with 4 volunteers joined
the town of Winchendon’s Earth Day Roadside Cleanup, spending the
morning of May 2nd cleaning the roads surrounding the lake.
wsla.us/contact As many as 15+ large trash bags of litter was cloolected along with a
number of car tires and a rusted out snowmobile that was removed
from the shoreline.

Follow us on Facebook Missed it? No problem. Please make an effort to keep our roadways
in your area clean.

@] WSLA Annual Meeting Reminder

Saturday, June20h at the Rindge Rec Center on Wellington Road.
facebook.com/ Coftee social at 8:30am. Meeting begins at 9am. We will be presenting a
WinchendonSprings program about our Watershed Management Plan and what it means for
Lileheesiontil you and our lake, as well as other topics. This is a great opportunity to
. meet us and get involved. More information, as well as the agenda, will
Visit : .
be emailed closer to the meeting date. Mark your calendar now! /

wsla.us \

Sign up for Emails




